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LETTERS TO THE EDITOR 



STERILIZATION OF TYPHOID STOOLS 

Dear Editob: This seems to me the best and most economical method of ster- 
ilizing typhoid discharges that has come to my notice. I mean, of course, for 
private houses, where sterilizing by steam cannot be done. I thought there 
might be many nurses who would be glad to know of it, as chemical disinfection 
is so unreliable and expensive. 
Massachusetts. L. L. J. 

"To a typhoid stool, add about a cupful of commercial unslaked lime and hot 
water (60°C.) enough to cover the stool. Cover the receptacle and allow to stand 
two hours. The hydration of the lime will have generated enough heat to steril- 
ize the stool. An earthen vessel is better than tin. It holds the heat longer. 
The lime should be in lumps and broken up and scattered over the stool." 

This is vouched for by Harry Linenthal, M.D., Massachusetts State Inspector 
of Health, and Henry N. Jones, Bacteriologist to Massachusetts State Board of 
Health. 

VALUE IN RARE OLD STAMPS 

Dear Editor: "A Fortune in Your Garret" sounds interesting, and is more 
than interesting to the nurse who spends a rainy day in the garret, looking 
through old letters, probably the accumulation of years, to find a stamp so rare 
that a present-day collector will pay anywhere from $7.50 to $12.00 for it. Such 
good luck has by no means fallen to my lot, but the study of the stamps which I 
did find, and the consulting with collectors concerning their value, have revealed 
the fact that there is some money in cancelled stamps, provided they are un- 
common ones. I will pass along some of the information I received, hoping some 
other nurse may be so fortunate as to find, among her apparently useless papers, 
a "Millbury," the rarest American stamp, a "Brattleboro," a "Goliad," a "Pleas- 
ant Shade, Virginia," a "Rheatown, Tennessee," or some of the less valuable ones 
of more recent date, which may also amount to something, if one has enough of 
them. Rare foreign ones are also of value, the triangular "Cape of Good Hope" 
especially so. A stamp on its original envelope or wrapper is worth much more 
than a loose one, which might be an imitation. 
Pennsylvania. M. E. H. 

GRADUATE NURSES' CLUBS 

Dear Editor: In the January number of the Journal, I noticed a request 
from the nurses of Waterbury, Connecticut, asking for information as to Nurses' 
Clubs, run on the same principle as theirs, and felt it might be of interest to them 
to know of the Toronto Graduate Nurses Club of Toronto, Canada. 

About six years ago the Toronto nurses felt the great want of a social center 
and central meeting place, so they set to work to get the ever-needful funds and 
by means of a large bazaar raised about $4,000. They then drew up a charter and 
sold shares, about fifty nurses subscribing, and with this as a nucleus they started. 
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They did not wish a nurses' residence, but purely a club, so they felt that they 
must start in a small way. They rented a room centrally located and furnished it 
as a rest and reading room; but just then there appeared, as the fairy tales say, 
the fairy god-father of Toronto nurses, Mr. J. Ross Robertson, with a magnificent 
offer of a handsome house, beautifully and suitably furnished, in a central part 
of the city, next to his own home, which he presented to the nurses for two years 
and if, at the end of that time, the club was in good financial condition he would 
give it outright. 

So now they have a real club, which is in no way a residence, in charge of a grad- 
uate nurse, with the necessary domestic help. The membership is now over two 
hundred and there are still six months of the two years left. Bedrooms for tran- 
sient guests make it a delightful place for members to entertain their friends 
(not necessarily nurses) at the nominal rates of $1 for bed and breakfast, 25 
cents for lunch, 40 cents for dinner. Any member of a sister organization, who is 
properly recommended, will be received. Guests from the United States, England, 
India, New Zealand, Italy, and even China are among those who have enjoyed 
the privileges of the club. 

A social life has sprung up among the nurses, showing the need of such a place. 
Afternoon tea can be had any day. Lunch and dinner parties, dances and recep- 
tions are given privately and by the various nursing associations. It may sound 
giddy to say that six dances took place in one month. 

The library is supplied with magazines, stationery, and an assortment of books, 
from reference books to Ruskin; and a player piano adds greatly to the pleasure 
of members who wish to while away a few hours. 

Toronto nurses realize their good fortune and wish all nurses had such a fairy 
god-father as Mr. Robertson, whose efforts to make the club attractive are untiring. 
It is hoped that any nurse visiting the city will make an effort to see the club where 
she will be most welcome. 

Wishing every success to the Waterbury nurses. 

M. A. McKenzie, R. N. 
$95 Sherbourne Street, 

Toronto, Canada. 

WHY ARE HOSPITAL POSITIONS NOT DESIRED? 



Dear Editor: In the December Journal, which same magazine I value very 
highly, occurs your editorial on the above subject. To my very great surprise 
you claim to say with authority that hospital superintendents all over the country 
have trouble getting competent graduate help. I have nursed for about eight 
years in the vicinity of Chicago, and now for the past seven on the Pacific coast. 
My experience has not been identical with yours at all. During my time of resi- 
dence in the middle west I found it almost impossible for a well-trained woman 
to get a good hospital position without influence from some one in authority. 
Of course, there are a good many hospitals where no refined woman will stay, 
considering the treatment she receives, just as there are hospitals which are duped 
by nurses who are mere adventuresses. What I am talking about is the well- 
conducted hospital and the well-trained nurse. Another graduate, who is a very 
competent business manager, and a thoroughly good nurse, and myself, whom I 
can without egotism say am a good surgical nurse, have tried for years to get 



